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Our website will take on a new
look and enable us to reload
all the Africa Society journals
you a very happy plus other information related
you enjoy good to education, that we have
success in your been working on for some
time now.

Our Society is in for a very As I said last time, the
exciting year – the Accreditation e-Newsletter plays a role in
strategic
objective
and Education programmes will our

Communication. You are
invited to share this document
with your
friends
and
colleagues, and encourage
those working in the field of
blood transfusion to renew or
join AfSBT. The Society is
committed to enhancing
blood safety and sufficiency
in Africa, and encouraging
learning and quality systems in
blood facilities.
Be a member and be part of
this drive!

Beryl

IPFA meeting in Stellenbosch, Western Cape, South Africa
The International Plasma Fractionation Association (IPFA)
held a meeting from 30 November to 2 December 2015, at
the Spier Conference Centre in Stellenbosch. The theme
was Improving Access to Plasma and Plasma Products in
the Southern African Region. IPFA co-hosted the meeting
with the National Bioproducts institute, AfSBT and the
blood services in South Africa (SANBS and WPBTS). This
meeting gave AfSBT the opportunity to
promote the
Step-Wise Accreditation Programme, to network with
colleagues in the field, and to get a much clearer idea of
the criteria for the use of plasma and plasma products,
particularly in respect of the standard required to make
plasma acceptable for fractionation .

Prof Anthon Heyns addressing
the IPFA meeting in Stellenbosch,
Cape Town
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IPFA meeting in Stellenbosch, Western Cape, South Africa (continued)
For AfSBT, this important meeting had several major outcomes:

♦

Participation in the Education Day on 30 November, in order to describe
the AfSBT Accreditation Programme

♦

Opportunity to chair a session in which African speakers described the
importance of attracting and maintaining voluntary blood donors as the
safest donors, and to relate their experiences in using our Accreditation
process

♦

Clarification of role to be played by AfSBT in the access and use of excess
plasma in Africa – to ensure that the AfSBT Standards cover the requirements for safe plasma for fractionation

♦
Lesley Bust making a presentation
at the IPFA meeting in Cape
Town

Improving Access to
Plasma and Plasma
Products in the
Southern African
Region.

Increased support and recognition for the AfSBT Step-Wise Accreditation
Programme

Spier was a very good venue; the accommodation was comfortable, the
quality of food excellent, and the meetings well organized and well attended.
Some photos are attached to give you an idea of proceedings. Note that the
link provided http://www.ipfa.nl/proceedings/proceedings-ipfa-workshopplasma-cape-town-2015 takes you to the presentation slides. They are really
worth studying! We thank IPFA for allowing us access to this educational
information

Update on Regions in AfSBT and membership spread
The tables show the current status of our membership and the new Regional grouping being considered by
the Society. We feel that these groupings may better serve to cover / communication within the African
continent.

“Each of us must work for his own improvement, and
at the same time share a general responsibility for all
humanity” ~ Marie Curie
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AfSBT is making a Positive Difference to National Blood Programmes in Africa

AFRICA SOCIETY
FOR BLOOD
TRANSFUSION
10 Eden Road, Pinetown, 3610
Private Bag X9043, Pinetown
3600, South Africa

Upcoming events
Biennial congress of Africa Society for Blood Transfusion
8th International Congress of AfSBT: Kigali, Rwanda: 31 May – 3 June 2016
Theme: Safe and Sustainable Blood Services in Africa – where do we stand?
.The congress website will soon become active: www.afsbtcongress.org

Fax: +27 31 708-5614
Email: info@afsbt.org

International Plasma Fractionation Association
IPFA Asia Pacific Workshop on Plasma Quality and Supply, “Technological, regulatory and organizational tools to produce plasma for fractionation” | 8 – 9 March 2016 | Taipei, Taiwan
http://www.ipfa.nl/events/ipfa-asia-pacific-workshop-on-plasma-quality-and-supply-taipeitaiwan-march-2016
IPFA/PEI 23rd International Workshopon "Surveillance and Screening of Blood Borne Pathogens"
| 25 - 26 May 2016 | Lisbon, Portugal
http://www.ipfa.nl/events/ipfa-pei-23-international-workshop-lisbon

www.afsbt.org

International Bursary Opportunity: -BBTS Princess of Wales International Bursary is open
to individuals working outside the UK – for more information, go to www.bbts.org.uk/
whatwedo - deadline 31 May 2016

Contact us
Use the email address: info@afsbt.org
David Mvere: Managing Director
Beryl Armstrong: Programmes Director and editor, AfSBT Newsletter
Rob Wilkinson: Accreditation Manager
Swaibu Katare: Education Manager
Bright Mulenga: Website Officer
Molly Gondwe: Administration Officer

Like us on Facebook
Visit us on Facebook and send us a post that is shared with other blood bankers.
https://www.facebook.com/afsbt/

“Learn from yesterday, live for
today, hope for tomorrow”
~Albert Einstein

