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This note is to update AfSBT members briefly on an important

DY) e dots b Ll e 2 oA el 5 efae 3 project the AfSBT is leading: Step-wise Accreditation of Blood
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JO Adewuyi, HO Olawumi (Nigeria) Serwhces in Africa. This project was initiated a few months after
the 5" International Congress of the AfSBT in Nairobi (June 2009).
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SG Ahmed, MB Kagu, UAM Abjah (Nigeria) and international and African experts and institutions involved in
OBSERVED HIGH HBSAg SEROPREVALENCE AMONG accreditation. The national blood services of the countries affiliated
BLOOD DONORS — A LEAD CAUSE OF BLOOD DISCARDS to the AfSBT are key stakeholders.
IN TANZANIA ...t 9
AM Makuwani, EA Nkya, E Minja, DP Haule (Tanzania) The project and the documented outline of the three levels were
TRANSFUSION TRANSMISSIBLE VIRAL INFECTIONS AMONG developed further during the South African National Blood
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A Hassan, AU Musa, SM Aminu, AA Babadoko, Al Mamman In February atask team met in L.ape lown o contirm the
(Nigeria) .outllnes' (summgrles), taking into account comments from.an
international advisory group, and to start the task of developing
VOLUNTARY BLOOD DONOR DEFERRALS: the standards documents for the three levels. The completed
;YRTNYSIIE:ﬁgICR)EVSIE‘IIRVV?gELAGOS STATE BLOOD 16 documents are ready to be circulated for information and comment,
Manufacturer Of p 0 duCt52 ) Bt A AL, ) Seeirstt e Rtsed i e as will audit checklists in the months to come.
. . . 3 The accreditation programme envisaged is not simply an inspection
Coagulation Factors, Albumin Solutions, I s & Fresh Dried Plasma. EOLGEE R of blood sorioes to an acoepted standard and the [ssuing of a
AfSBT: 5" INTERNATIONAL BLOOD TRANSFUSION “certificate of accreditation”. The aim of the programme is to
CONGRESS, Nairobi, Kenya: 25-27 June 2009 .................. 20 assist African blood services to improve the sufficiency and safety
T Panyane: Congress Report and Plan of Action of their blood supply by introducing quality systems for donor
(sponsored delegate) recruitment and selection, blood collection and the processing,
SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL BLOOD TRANSFUSION testing, distribution and the administration of blood and blood
CONGRESS, Johannesburg, South Africa: products.
15-18 November 2009
R Githomi: Congress Report (sponsored delegate) ............... 25 In summary, the three levels are as follows:
Presentations at the Congress are published with permission: 1. Level 1: minimum requirements
Challenges in recruiting sufficient voluntary 2. Level 2: intermediate requirements
blood donors in Africa (D de CoNiNg) .......ceeeesesrenescerenenens 26 3. Level 3: full accreditation — international standard
Risk Management Strategy for
SA Blood Transfusion Services (J Makan et al) ......cccueueuens 31 . P . G,
Key to the system is the concept of “step-wise accreditation”,
EDUCATION SECTION recognising that in Africa blood services operate on very different
levels and that all cannot be inspected and judged on the same
{R_EXﬁSR;'UOSrEIOI;‘lOﬁE(D;Eﬁﬁé}ﬁ;ﬁragbﬁmgg\ls”\{ level. An individual service can decide its position in the
OF THE FREE STATE, SOUTH AFRICA .roccooresoeeressseresse 34 accreditation system and be judged at the appropriate level of

- development. The accreditation process, by level, is not
TJ Nel, VJ Louw (South Africa) discriminatory but must be seen as supportive in that it gives the

A I I O N A L I O F I 2 O D U C I S N S I I I U I E ANTIGEN-ANTIBODY REACTIONS .......cocoeierrerreeeceereens 37 service the opportunity to develop in a structured manner to the
(Published in ISBT Science Series — reprinted with permission) next level.
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The accreditation authorities will be internationally recognised
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process. It is the aim of the AfSBT, with the help of international
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