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Editor’s note
Beryl Armstrong

Cancellation of
Abidjan Congress

| regret to inform you that the
Executive Committee of the
Africa Society for Blood
Transfusion has decided that it
will be prudent to cancel the
AfSBT Congress planned to take
place in Abidjan, Céte d’Ivoire
from 26 to 29 September 2011.
The decision was on the advice
of the local Congress Organising
Committee, chaired by Dr Séidou
Konate. We apologise for the
inconvenience that this may
cause, but we believe that the
ongoing insecurity in the country
leaves us no choice.

Annulation du Congrés
d'Abidjan

Je regrette de vous informer que
le Comité exécutif de la Société
Africaine de Transfusion Sanguine
a décidé qu'il serait prudent
d'annuler le Congres de la SATS
qui devrait avoir lieu a Abidjan,
Cote d'lvoire du 26-29 Septembre
2011. La décision a été prise sur
le conseil du comité local
d'organisation du Congres,
présidé par le Dr Konaté Séidou.
Nous nous excusons pour les
désagré-ments que cela peut
causer, mais nous croyons que
I'insécurité persistante dans le
pays ne nous laisse pas le choix.

Reprinted from Shabait website, an Eritrean government website under
‘Eritrean News’
Written by R Asgedome, amended by Y Baraki
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World Blood Donor Day
This issue of the journal carries an account from Malawi, describing

MALAWI: 12 their Blood Donation Awareness Week. By the time this journal

Blood Donation Awareness Week reaches you, we will again have celebrated World Blood Donor Day

0 Malomboza on 14 June. You are invited to send your stories to us, to publish in
the December issue of the journal.
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Audit of Blood Component Requests for 25 Groote Schuur Hospital
In-Patients during 4-8 October 2010
J Makan

OVERVIEW AND RECOMMENDATIONS

AN OVERVIEW OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL BLOOD
PROGRAMMES IN SUB SAHARAN AFRICA (2000-2010) ....cccessumerrssssnnenns 14
DA Mvere (Zimbabwe)

Step-Wise Accreditation

Progress continues to be made by the AfSBT group writing the
Standards and related documents together with the AABB team. This
is a very large and long term project. Once the documentation is
complete and the Task Team and Advisory Group have been consulted,
we will be able to move on and begin to plan for testing the system.
A more detailed account of activities is given in this issue.

Education and training

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A HOSPITAL The exciting news with regard to the Education and Training project

TRANSFUSION COMMITTEE .....cooueniiininicccesn e 16 is that an AfSBT Education Committee has been formed to continue
Y Holt (South Africa) the activities of the working groups that laid the groundwork after
the AfSBT Congress in Nairobi in 2009. See the account of what has

PDATES .... . . . . . . 18 been happening, in this issue.

e Next AfSBT Congress - 2012

e  Step-Wise Accreditation Programme

e Launch of Upgraded AfSBT Website - Tonderai Mapako
e Bloodlines and CPD News - BBTS Newsletter online

EDUCATION SECTION
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(Published in ISBT Science Series - reprinted with permission)

Website

If you have not already done so, you are encouraged to visit our
website at www.afsbt.org and admire the changes that have been
made. Soon there will be a members-only section and you will be
able to sign in to see your electronic version of the journal. The British
Blood Transfusion Society has also very kindly given paid-up AfSBT
members access to their newsletter, Bloodlines. The Princess of Wales
award winner, Bekele Tiruwork from Ethiopia, contributed to the

AfSBT EDUCATION COMMITTEE 28 November 2010 issue of this newsletter.

B Armstrong (Communications Director, AfSBT)

ISO certification

Congratulations to Eritrea on their achievement. Read about this in
the journal. It is very encouraging to see how blood services are
29 striving to improve quality. Quality goes hand in hand with blood
safety and the more we focus on improving the standard of the way
in which we go about our work, the better the service we provide to
patients requiring blood transfusions.

NEW OPPORTUNITY FOR TRANSFUSION TRAINING FOR AFRICAN NURSES:
Development of a distance based blood transfusion short learning

programme
CL Barrett, L Pretorius, AD Jafta (South Africa)

AABB ANNUAL MEETING AND CTTXPO 2010 REPORT ........eeuuusrsnnsrnnnns 31
R Githiomi (Kenya)

Blood programmes in sub-Saharan Africa

This issue provides an overview of this important subject, over the
last decade. There has been considerable improvement in the
development and performance of national blood programmes in
Africa. We know that blood safety is able to limit the spread of blood
borne infections. Blood programmes need to be regularly reviewed
and for sustainability, an ongoing coordinated effort involving national
health authorities and resource partners is essential.

GENERAL INFORMATION .....coooooeereeeresmeesssnnesesseesssnnesssnnenas 33
e New members

e  French-speaking editor required

e  Office bearers of the AfSBT

e Instructions to authors / contributors to Africa Sanguine

e Application/renewal/updating forms for Membership




