
 

let us know how we can com-

municate best with you and 

your colleagues, and / or 

email a letter to the editor of 

this newsletter. Let us know 

what you are doing at work 

and how you are working 

towards better blood safety. 

Send a photo of what your 

blood bank looks like, or your 

collection area – we would be 

happy to consider adding 

your news to this newsletter, to 

share with other readers.  

 

Beryl Armstrong – editor 
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Life has continued to be very 

busy for the Management Of-

fice, after the congress in Kigali. 

We have had missions to Kenya, 

Tanzania – including Zanzibar, 

and Ethiopia. This has kept our 

programmes staff fully occupied 

and continuing to focus on 

the AfSBT Step-Wise Accred-

itation Standards, pre-assess-

ment of facilities, and on the 

other arm, training those in-

volved in initiating and main-

taining improvements to quali-

ty in a blood service. 

 

My position has changed, and 

I am now the Communica-

tions & Marketing Manager for 

AfSBT. This change will allow 

me to concentrate more fully 

on the strategic objective of 

Communication in our Socie-

ty. I would love to hear from 

you, as a member of AfSBT – 
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Africa Society 

for Blood 

Transfusion 

Immediately after the remarkable 8th AfSBT Congress in Kigali-Rwanda, an overview training 

course on AfSBT Standards was conducted for French speakers on 4-5 June 2016 in Kigali at the 

Serena hotel. The two-day training was facilitated by the AfSBT Education Manager, Dr Swaibu 

KATARE, and Dr Claude TAYOU TAGNY from Cameroon. 
 

The training was attended by 10 talented professionals in the field of blood transfusion on the Afri-

can continent, including experienced quality officers and managers, from Benin, Cote D’Ivoire, 

Tunisia, Togo, Mali, Cameroon, Burkina Faso and the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
 

AfSBT Standards describe vein-to-vein blood safety by prescribing overriding and specific quality 

standards for all activities ranging from blood donor mobilization, recruitment, retention, blood 

screening, processing, storage, trans-

portation, and best transfusion practice 

at the transfusing facility.  

 
 

The participatory session included 

presentations and discussions. Partici-

pants were given ample time to ask 

questions and extensively discuss mat-

ters on how blood safety can be im-

proved on our African continent.  

 

Participants expressed satisfaction and 

gratitude to AfSBT. It is planned to ex-

tend this type of training to other blood 

banking professionals. 

Overview Training: AfSBT Accreditation Standards 



 

Page 2 Volume 2, Issue 7 

At the time of the congress in Kigali, the General Assembly 

of Members was held, and the new board was initiated. 

There is a photo of outgoing and new board directors later 

in this newsletter. A list of directors, available on the AfSBT 

website www.afsbt.org, follows for your information: 

 

Gabriel Muyinda – President (Zambia) 

Dora Mbanya – President Elect (Cameroon) 

Jean Baptiste Tapko – Past President (Cameroon) 

Justina Ansah – Vice President, ECOWAS (Ghana) 

Kamel Boukef – Vice President, Maghreb (Tunisia) 

Claude Tayou Tagny – Vice President, ECCAS (Cameroon) 

Charles Rombo – Vice President, EAC (Kenya) 

Israel Chipare – Vice President, SADC (Namibia) 

Ravi Reddy – Independent Director (South Africa) 

Natasha Nsamala – Independent Director (Malawi) 

David Mvere – Managing Director (Zimbabwe) 

Mervyn Burton – Finance Director (South Africa) 

 

Over the next few months, it is planned to arrange electron-

ic elections in AfSBT Regions, to establish the regional Com-

mittees. Members in these Regions will be kept informed by 

email. 

Award and Prize Winners in Kigali  

 

AfSBT and the charity Global Blood Fund have partnered to offer African blood banking professionals the International Donor 

Recruitment, Engagement and Management programme. The aim is to develop and share best practice in this critical area 

and IDREaM is envisaged to become an annual fixture in the African blood banking calendar. 

 

The inaugural IDREaM training event will be held in Johannesburg, 30 January - 03 February 2017. Hosted by the South African 

National Blood Service, participants in the programme will enjoy a week of lectures, discussions and workshops with leading 

recruiters, planners and public relations practitioners, as well as site visits to donor centres and mobile blood drives. Partici-

pants will also have the opportunity to network with fellow attendees, their donor-recruiter peers from across the continent. 

 

The programme content will be most beneficial to those with hands-on responsibility for donor-related activities, who will be 

able to directly apply new learning as well as develop and share innovative new approaches with colleagues. All costs asso-

ciated with attendance (visa, flights and transfers, accommodation and per-diems) will be covered by the Global Blood 

Fund for attendees, with no cost to the individual or their employing blood service. 

 
Those interested in attending are invited to complete an online application form. The window for applications closes 30 Sep-

tember 2016.  

…and Help Your Blood Service Provide More Safe Blood for Patients 

Improve Your Donor Recruitment, Engagement and 

Management Skills… 
http://yourbloodstory.org/idream/     

New AfSBT Board of Directors 

ISBT ACADEMY DAY QUESTIONNAIRE – 

lucky draw 
 

Laetitia Umuraza: Rwanda Biomedical Center – 

NCBT won an AfSBT T-shirt, AfSBT branded fridge-

magnet, copy of the publication Introduction to 

Blood Transfusion Technology, and a year’s free 

membership of AfSBT. 

Best French language poster:  

YM Sekongo, Côte d’Ivoire 

Anti-erythrocyte allo-immunization to 

sickle cell disease patients followed in 

transfusion therapy unit, NBTC, Abidjan 

Well done and congratulations to the 

two winners, who each won a tablet 

computer, donated by SSEM Mthembu. 

English language winner—next page 

EXHIBITOR QUIZ – lucky draw 

The prize was won by  

Gerda Esterhuizen, South Africa. It 

consisted of a notepad and pen 

donated by National Bioproducts 

Institute (NBI) of South Africa, 

hand wipes and a Calculator – 

Ruler  

http://www.afsbt.org
http://yourbloodstory.org/idream/
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Congress photos: 8th AfSBT Congress Award and Prize Winners in Kigali  

The incoming AfSBT President, Dr G Muyinda (6th from the left) 

poses for a photo with the AfSBT Board during the General Assem-

bly of the 8th AfSBT Congress in Kigali. Standing on either side of Dr 

Muyinda: on the left is the President elect, Prof. D. Mbanya and on 

the right is the Past president, Dr JB Tapko  

The delegates to the 8th International Blood Transfusion Congress 

of AfSBT express their deep sorrow for the suffering endured in 

Rwanda, during the time of the Genocide against the Tutsi in 

1994. This horror serves to teach us the importance of respecting 

others. May we be ever mindful of this. 

THANKING THE SPONSORS! ROCHE representatives receiving the 

platinum sponsor award on behalf of the Company during the 

AfSBT gala dinner event  

The prize was won by Mahmoud Rashad, Sudan, and was donat-

ed by NBI – a Kindle e-book reader, pen and notepad, and hand 

wipes  

POST CONGRESS QUESTIONNAIRE – lucky draw 

 

The prize was won by Dr Ahmad Makuwani, Tanzania, and consist-

ed of a copy of Introduction to Blood Transfusion Technology, an 

AfSBT jacket, and AfSBT branded fridge-magnet. Prize accepted 

on his behalf by David Chama, Zambia  

AfSBT RAFFLE – lucky draw for those taking out member-

ship at the AfSBT stand 

Best English language poster: Mahmoud Rashad, Sudan  

Frequencies of ABO, RhD, K1 and K2 antigens among major Sudanese 

tribes 



 

10 Eden Road, Pinetown, 3610  
Private Bag X9043, Pinetown 

3600, South Africa  

Fax: +27 31 708-5614  
Email: info@afsbt.org 

Upcoming events 
 

 

 

34th International Congress of the ISBT: http://www.isbtweb.org/about-isbt/congresses/  

3-8 September 2016: Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

 

BBTS Annual Conference 2016: https://www.bbts.org.uk/bbts2016/venueandlocation/  

21-23 September, Harrogate International Centre, North Yorkshire HG1 5LA, United Kingdom 

 

AABB Annual Meeting: http://www.aabb.org/annual-meeting/pages/default.aspx  

22-25 October 2016: Orlando, Florida USA 

  

**Check the AfSBT website, at www.afsbt.org for more news items and alerts**  

 

 

 

 

 

Contact us 
 

Use the email address: info@afsbt.org 

David Mvere: Managing Director 

Beryl Armstrong: Editor, AfSBT e-Newsletter 

Rob Wilkinson: Accreditation Manager 

Swaibu Katare: Education Manager 

Bright Mulenga: Website Officer 

Molly Gondwe: Administration Officer 

 

Like us on Facebook 
  

Why not go to Facebook to access photos and news of other blood services in Africa? All you 

need to do, in the Facebook search screen, is to type in the name of the country, followed by 

the words blood service. There is a wealth of information to be found. 

https://www.facebook.com/afsbt/  

AFRICA SOCIETY 

FOR BLOOD 

TRANSFUSION 

AfSBT is making a Positive Difference to National Blood Programmes in Africa  

www.afsbt.org 

“However long the night, 

the dawn will break”  

~ African proverb   

http://www.isbtweb.org/about-isbt/congresses/
https://www.bbts.org.uk/bbts2016/venueandlocation/
http://www.aabb.org/annual-meeting/pages/default.aspx
http://www.afsbt.org
mailto:info@afsbt.org

