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Dr. Wm. Andrew Heaton provides teaching and consulting services to Blood Banks and Biotechnology 
Companies in the Bay Area. Between 2009-15 he was corporate head of Transfusion Services at NSLIJ 
Health System in the Pathology/Laboratory Medicine.  During this period he created a 5 MD team, which 
provided Transfusion Medicine services provided to a 17 hospital system and the NSLIJHS reference 
laboratory service.  Early initiatives included a comprehensive blood management program, and 
development of long term relationships with principal suppliers and users which achieved ~30% cost 
reduction over a 5 year period.  Program development included therapeutic apheresis, internal blood 
collection expansion, and growth of ante-natal screening programs. Academic activity included 
implementation of joint blood bank fellowship training program with the New York Blood center, and 
implementation of massive transfusion products/strategies to improve clinical outcomes and maximize 
cost-effectiveness. A Blood Component Product Research Laboratory was started at the Feinstein 
Institute, with a focus on Bacterial Assay development and Platelet Additive Solutions. .  
  
Previously the Chief Medical Officer for Novartis Diagnostics (Chiron) responsible for Clinical, Regulatory, 
and Scientific Affairs, he had served on the Chiron executive management team, where he was senior 
management for new technology developments including molecular bacterial assays, Prion test 
development and an enzyme system for converting blood groups.  In addition Dr Heaton was the 
alliance manager for the Gen-Probe and ZymeQuest Alliances. Prior to Chiron, he had served as Chief 
Medical Officer of Blood Systems Inc. in San Francisco, CA, following the merger with Irwin Memorial 
Blood Centers where he had previously been President and CEO.  Academic titles include Professor of 
Pathology at Hofstra NSLIJ Medical School, subsequent to that as Professor of Laboratory Medicine at 
the University of California, San Francisco.  
 
Over a 30-year career in blood banking, Dr. Heaton has held a variety of leadership positions with the 
American Red Cross Blood Services.  While with the American Red Cross, he established a blood product 
development laboratory, and held a number of patents in the area of red cell and platelet additive 
solutions. He has authored a number of studies in the field of blood product development. Between 
2002-5 he was a member of the Advisory Committee on Blood Safety Availability at DHSS.  
 
Dr. Heaton is a graduate of medicine at Trinity College, Dublin University, and completed pathology 
training at the University of Cape Town in South Africa.  Subsequently, he was appointed a Research 
Fellow in blood banking at the University of Washington, St. Louis, Missouri.  Dr. Heaton is a US 
pathology/blood-banking specialist previously registered in the United Kingdom, and Republic of South 
Africa, and has been a Fellow of the Royal College of Pathology, the South African College of Medicine, 
and the American Society of Clinical Pathology. 
 
Wm Andrew Heaton MD 
HeatonDx Consulting 
E: (walheaton@outlook.com) 
Tel: +1 415 965 9055 (California, USA) 

BIOGRAPHY                                                                                                                                                                                  

Wm. Andrew Heaton, M.D. 

Transfusion & Diagnostics Consultant    

Professor of Pathology (ret’d) 

Hofstra NSLIJ School of Medicine  
 


