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As promised, this issue is full of
news; full of photos and stories
related to blood safety in Africa.
Enjoy this newsletter and don’t
forget that it would also be
good to hear from you – I would
love to publish a story of yours,
telling us what you are doing in
your country, to help save lives
with blood transfusion. JanuaryFebruary has been a very busy
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time for us, with the opening
of the Collaborating Centre in
Kigali, trips to Uganda, Tanzania, Lesotho and Rwanda, as
well as AfSBT Board meetings,
new Regional representatives
being elected, the inaugural
meeting of the AfSBT Education Committee, and the
awarding of Step 3 accreditation to Rwanda. Details of all
these “happenings” follow.
There will also be the feedback for which you have
been waiting, on the International Donor Recruitment, Engagement and Management
Workshop in Johannesburg. A
new development in the pipe-

line is a joint AfSBT-ISBT newsletter, which it is planned to
issue quarterly. The first issue is
due soon, and will be circulated to members of either Society as well as being available
on the respective websites.

Beryl Armstrong – editor
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As you are all aware, regional elections were held late last year. The results, as presented to the AfSBT
Board, follow for your information. New members are welcomed!
ECOWAS
EAC

Chairman: Philip Olatunji, Nigeria – will assume office as of 1 Feb 2017
Chairman Elect: Mavis Okyere, Ghana – will assume office in 2020
Chairman Elect: Thomas Muyombo, Rwanda – will assume office after 2018 congress

SADC

Chairman Elect: Solomuzi Ngcobo, South Africa – will assume office after 2018 congress

ECCAS

Chairman: Sylvain Yuma Ramazani, DRC – will assume office as of 1 Feb 2017

Maghreb

Chairman: Hmida Slama, Tunisia – will assume office as of 1 Feb 2017

Donor Recruitment, Engagement and Management Workshop
Delegates from 8 different African countries gathered in Johannesburg in January for the inaugural
International Donor Recruitment, Engagement and Management programme. The event was collaboration between SANBS, AfSBT and the charity Global Blood Fund and aimed to address the dearth of
high-quality training opportunities for donor recruitment practitioners.
Cont.p.2
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Donor Recruitment, Engagement and Management Workshop Photo
From left to right: Yadelew Asmare
(Ethiopia), Khatala Liphoto
(Lesotho), Tichaona Saira
(Zimbabwe), Desteria Nanyanga
(Tanzania), Ismaila Buhari (Nigeria),
Koffi Dzakou (Togo), Josephine
Githaiga (Kenya), Sophia MellisArthur (Ghana), Siemi Prithvi Raj
(SANBS), Gavin Evans (GBF)

Participants enjoyed five fully-funded days of presentations, departmental and field visits as well as the opportunity to network
with each other during a series of social events in the city. Participants evaluated the course highly with 100% agreeing that
they thought the event would enable them to be more effective in their work and that they would strongly recommend what
they learnt, to colleagues and other blood services.
Feedback from the workshop participants as collected on the evaluation forms on Friday afternoon. In summary:




AVERAGE SCORE (out of 10) = 8.00
TO THE QUESTION "I believe this training will help me deliver donor recruitment and management activity more effectively"
= 100% "yes, very much so"



TO THE QUESTION "Would you recommend colleagues/representatives of other blood services should attend any future
IDREaM workshop?" = 100% "yes, strongly"



DURATION = 100% "about right"

AfSBT Education Committee
The inaugural meeting of the AfSBT Education Committee took place in Kigali, Rwanda from 7-9 February 2017. Twelve committee members were able to attend. The agenda included the development of curricula, training programmes, courses,
PowerPoint slides, and lots of discussion on other formats such as e-learning. We spoke about educational tools, the role of
social media, and distance learning. The analysis of training needs was addressed. And we also considered CPD/CME.
Group discussions were held on measuring/ evaluating the effectiveness of knowledge transfer after training. What we knew
from the outset, but came to grips with during the time we spent together, is that this is an enormous project that will take
several years to develop. The overall goal of the committee is to define a strategy for the development, organisation, administration and transfer of knowledge from AfSBT identified experts to service providers (BTSs) and blood service personnel
operating in Africa.
The following objectives are required to achieve the goal:






To initiate a programme to meet identified education and training needs.
To design an education/ training programme to deliver knowledge and skills to blood service personnel in Africa.
To identify experts in related fields to provide specialised interventions to share their expertise effectively.
To measure and evaluate effectiveness of knowledge transfer and retention, and the impact of improved skills in the

field.
The outcome is to have a practical, detailed 3 year plan in place for achieving the goal. At the moment the committee is
busy developing the various major aspects of donor, laboratory and clinical learning, and we will be looking at timelines to
achieve milestones along the way.
The outcome is to have a practical, detailed 3 year plan in place for achieving the goal. At the moment the committee is
busy developing the various major aspects of donor, laboratory and clinical learning, and we will be looking at timelines to
achieve milestones along the way.
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We welcome another overseas expert, Dr Jose Cruz, to the AfSBT Education Committee:
Jose is originally from Guatemala, where he received his undergraduate degree in microbiology,
from Universidad de San Carlos in 1973. With the financial support of Research Corporation from
New York and the Kellogg Foundation from Michigan, he obtained his Doctor of Science degree in
Virology and Immunology from Harvard University, in Massachusetts, in 1980. Jose went back to
Guatemala to do research on infectious diseases and became Head of the Program of Infectious
Diseases at the Institute of Nutrition of Central America and Panama, where he worked until 1993.
In 1994, Jose became the Regional Advisor for Laboratory and Blood Services at the Pan American
Health Organization (PAHO), the Regional Office of WHO, in Washington DC. In that position, he
soon realized that the then called "blood banks" in Latin America and the Caribbean needed to
receive attention and support to improve the availability and safety of blood. In collaboration with
the PAHO Program on Communicable Disease Prevention and Control, Jose began the efforts to
document their status and to define ways to improve it. Those efforts resulted in the first Regional
Plan of Action for Blood Transfusion Service, an initiative that was supported by a grant from the
Gates Foundation.
Technical and educational materials were developed and implemented with the support of several professional and academic
institutions. With the financial support from the Spanish Agency for International Development, the Canadian Government, the
Global Blood Fund, Chiron Foundation, The Pan American Health and Education Foundation, Jose coordinated the regional efforts
to improve blood transfusion services until 2011, when he retired from PAHO. He now serves as the Coordinator of the International
Affairs Committee of the Grupo Cooperativo Ibero Americano de Medicina Transfusional and works as an Independent Consultant.
He resides in Virginia, USA.

Photos taken during the meeting: AfSBT Education Committee

Group photo: left to right, back to front: Rob Wilkinson, Martin Smid,
Ludovic Anani, Mohammed Farouk, JB Tapko, Oscar Mwashiuya, Andy
Numbi, Lucy Asamoah-Akuoko, Beryl Armstrong, Michele Breuninger

An important role that you, as an individual member, can play:
What are your personal training needs? Depending on your area of work, give us your top 3 needs – but BE SPECIFIC (don’t
just say “donor” or “technical” or whatever). Be precise with your choices, e.g. “I need training in cold chain management,
particularly validation of transport boxes”. We would like to hear from you – send Beryl an email on
berylcynthiaarmstrong@gmail.com
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OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF RWANDA-AfSBT COLLABORATING CENTRE
The centre was officially opened by the Minister of Health, on 10 February 2017. It was fortunate that some international AfSBT
board members, and Education Committee members, were able to attend proceedings.

Collaborating Centre, Kigali
RWANDA ACHIEVES STEP 3 ACCREDITATION

Hon Minister of Health Dr Diane GASHUMBA (fourth from Left) poses for a photo
with Dr TURATE Innocent (Head of IHDPC Department at RBC), Prof Jeanine CONDO (Director General, RBC), Mr David MVERE (MD, AfSBT), Dr Gabriel MUYINDA
(President, AfSBT) and Dr GATARE Swaibu (Head of Rwanda National Blood Services)

Dr GATARE Swaibu, Head of the Rwanda National
Blood Services poses with the Step 3 Accreditation Certificate for a photo with his staff

If you want to go quickly, go alone. If you want to go far,
go together ~ African proverb

AfSBT is making a Positive Difference to National Blood Programmes in Africa

New Corporate Member of AfSBT
AFRICA SOCIETY
FOR BLOOD
TRANSFUSION
10 Eden Road, Pinetown, 3610
Private Bag X9043, Pinetown
3600, South Africa
Fax: +27 31 708-5614
Email: info@afsbt.org

Macopharma is a leading company in blood transfusion.
Thanks to its extensive experience, Macopharma offers products and services to collect, process and distribute blood components that meet high
safety and quality standards for patient transfusion. Investments in research
and development as well as partnerships with blood centers, universities and biotechnology companies enable Macopharma to design the best solutions to help its customers to meet their goals in
blood supply. With worldwide presence in nearly 100 countries, Macopharma aims at offering innovative solutions and quality products to optimize therapeutic practices and make them safer.

Upcoming events
IPFA/PEI 24th International Workshop on "Surveillance and Screening of Blood-borne Pathogens" 1617 May 2017, Zagreb, Croatia: http://www.ipfa.nl/events/ipfa-pei-24-international-workshop-zagreb
ISBT: 27th Regional Congress in Copenhagen, Denmark: 17-21 June 2017: http://www.isbtweb.org/
copenhagen/

www.afsbt.org

IPFA/BCA 3rd Global Symposium on The Future for Blood and Plasma Donations, 11-12 September
2017, Atlanta, GA, USA: http://www.ipfa.nl/events/ipfa-bca-3-global-symposium-on-the-future-forblood-and-plasma-donations-2017-usa
The National Center of Blood Transfusion and Hematology, in partnership with the Moroccan Society of Blood Transfusion, organizes the 11th Arab Blood Transfusion Congress: Marrakech 10-12 October 2017. Main theme: Ethics and Blood Safety - http://www.smts.ma/. The scientific conference,
with the participation of researchers and specialists in various disciplines of blood transfusion from
Arab countries and other countries of the world, aims to highlight the status of research and management in blood transfusion and to update research exchanges, and to promote the transfer of
technological and managerial expertise. The programme plans to include plenary sessions, brief
oral and poster communications, symposia and working meetings of committees. For further information and participation, email smtsmaroc@gmail.com
ISBT: 28th Regional Congress in Guangzhou, China: 25-28 November 2017

**Check the AfSBT website, at www.afsbt.org for more news items and alerts**

Contact us
Use the email addresses: nyags18@gmail.com info@afsbt.org
David Mvere: Managing Director
Beryl Armstrong: Editor, e-Newsletter
Jean-Baptiste Tapko: French Editor
Bright Mulenga: Website Officer
Molly Gondwe: Administration Officer

Like us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/afsbt/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
Why not go to Facebook to access photos and news of other blood services in Africa? All you
need to do, in the Facebook search screen, is to type in the name of the country, followed by the
words blood service. There is a wealth of information to be found.

