
 

pre-assessment) of the Nation-

al Blood Transfusion Service in 

Tanzania. The articles appear 

below.  

   

.Beryl Armstrong – editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 2017 

Another month has sped by 
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Africa Society 

for Blood 

Transfusion 

Assessment team in Lesotho 

The assessment team was hosted by the Lesotho Blood Transfusion Services from 23-27 January 2017, 

in Maseru. We were accommodated in their board room, where we spent lots of time going through 

documents, when we were not observing the laboratories, or visiting the fixed site in town, or attend-

ing a mobile collection drive. Thanks for the hospitality we enjoyed during our week in the Mountain 

Kingdom  
 

From left to right: Beryl Armstrong (AfSBT Facilitator), Glynis Bowie (AfSBT assessor), Linda Sigg (Lead 

Assessor, AABB), Chancelar Kafere (AfSBT assessor) and Claude Tayou Tagny (AfSBT Accreditation 

Manager). 
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Happy retirement, Rob Wilkinson 

Baseline assessment in Tanzania 

This took place during January 2017. Some photos are pasted below, followed by an article by Dr JB Tapko  

Rob Wilkinson has decided to retire and devote more time to personal travel; his love of nature, of 

birding, and of biking in picturesque – and physically challenging – parts of the world – especially 

Africa! AfSBT was privileged to have Rob as a member of the AfSBT Management Office staff. Rob 

joined the AfSBT team in 2012 and over 5 years has made a significant impact in every aspect of our 

development as an organisation. His most important contribution was to advance the AfSBT Step-

Wise Accreditation programme. The success that we enjoy today, was in no small measure, due to 

his contribution – a man of steadfast quality and integrity, and we will all miss you very much. Thank 

you from AfSBT, for being part of our pioneering journey, to improve blood safety in Africa from the 

perspective of Education and Accreditation of blood services. Be assured that you have done well; 

set a worthy example, and that it is appreciated. 

Zanzibar group (above)  
Left: left to right, Dunstan Haule (Tanzania BTS), Mavis Okyere 

(Ghana), Rob Wilkinson (AfSBT facilitator), Michael Qualls 

(CDC Atlanta), J-B Tapko (AfSBT Education Manager) and 

Fatima Mili (CDC Atlanta). Mt Kilimanjaro in the background  

An important role that you, as an individual member, can play: 

What are your personal training needs? Depending on your area of work, give us your top 3 needs – but BE SPECIFIC (don’t just 

say “donor” or “technical” or whatever). Be precise with your choices, e.g. “I need training in cold chain management, particu-

larly validation of transport boxes”. We would like to hear from you – send Beryl an email on berylcynthiaarmstrong@gmail.com  

Mbeya  Moshi  

mailto:berylcynthiaarmstrong@gmail.com
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AfSBT Education Committee 

Tanzania, an East African country bordering the Indian Ocean in the tropical part of the Southern Hemisphere, is surround-

ed to the north by Kenya and Uganda, to the west by Rwanda, Burundi and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, to 

the southwest by Zambia and Malawi and to the south by Mozambique. 

The country covers an area of 945,087 square kilometres and has more than 51 million inhabitants. The main economic 

centre is the former capital Dar es Salaam located on the coast. The official languages are Swahili and English but Arabic 

is also spoken in the islands of Zanzibar and Pemba. 

Tanzania is committed to the AfSBT Step-Wise Accreditation process and two pre-evaluations were conducted in July and 

September 2016. Since then, the national blood transfusion service has been making every effort to correct non-

conformances observed, in order to be ready for the final evaluation that will lead to certification. 

To better prepare the country for this exercise, a team from the AfSBT and the CDC, including Robert Wilkinson, Olivier 

Ndahiriwe, Mavis Okyere, Michael Qualls, Fatima Donia and JB Tapko visited Tanzania from 14 to 28 January 2017. This 

mission took us successively to Dar es Salaam, to Zanzibar, to the mountainous region of Mbeya and to Moshi: a town situ-

ated at the foot of Mount Kilimanjaro and not far from the main Tanzania national parks. 

Since the results of the pre-assessment are confidential, we will not report on them in this newsletter. However, anyone 

visiting the blood centres in Tanzania can observe the commendable work being done in the field of blood safety, by the 

Ministry of Health, with the financial support of CDC / PEPFAR. 

Tanzania has an ambitious transfusion system that must not only meet the needs of the population but also meet the quali-

ty and efficiency requirements. The big challenge today is to ensure the sustainability of the achievements made so far, 

when the PEPFAR project comes to its end. Despite the gloomy economic environment, the country is gradually and pa-

tiently building an effective national blood system, which is an indispensable component to a health system that is grow-

ing and modernizing. 

We wish to take this opportunity to call on the governments of African countries to give blood safety the priority it deserves 

in public health programmes, given its important role in the maternal and child health and in the fight against HIV/AIDS. 

They should give this area the financial, human and material resources necessary for its effective functioning. 

Tanzania is a very beautiful country that is home to one of the wonders of humanity: the Ngoro Ngoro Crater which is a 

World Heritage Site. Located in an area densely populated by a variety of wild animals, the Ngoro Ngoro Conservation 

Area is a place of transit and residence for many migratory animals, mainly mammals. In the dry season these mammals, 

predators and birds, fleeing the arid conditions and looking for pastures, leave the Serengeti Plain to gather in the Ngoro 

Ngoro Conservation Area and more particularly in the Ngoro Ngoro Crater.  

There are more than 500 bird species, the most common being ostrich, pelican, flamingo and other water birds. 

Mount Kilimanjaro is another great curiosity at the top of which one can see the snow in the tropical zone. Our stay in 

Moshi allowed us to briefly contemplate on the morning of 26 January, this giant of nature wearing his white hat before 

the clouds made him disappear under their grey and white mantle. Unfortunately, our busy schedule did not allow us to 

enjoy this wonderful and welcoming nature. Nevertheless, we could admire the green waters of the Indian Ocean and 

tread the white sand of its marvellous beaches. 

Tanzania will host the next AfSBT Congress in 2018. We take this opportunity to invite our readers to prepare now to partici-

pate in this important scientific event which will also give them the opportunity to visit the wonders of this beautiful country. 

JB Tapko – ref: https://www.wikipedia.org/   

From Indian Ocean to Mount Kilimanjaro – JB Tapko 

We welcome another overseas expert, Mr Paul Ashford, to the AfSBT Education Committee: 

Paul Ashford is Executive Director of ICCBBA, the international standards organization that is responsi-

ble for the ISBT 128 Information Standard for Medical Products of Human Origin.  ICCBBA is a nongov-

ernmental organization in official relations with the World Health Organization. 

From a background as a Clinical Scientist in transfusion medicine Paul moved into the IT field in the 

early 1980s. He obtained a Masters Degree in Computer Science and now has over thirty years’ expe-

rience working at the interface between the scientific, clinical and informatics interests in the field of 

transfusion and transplantation medicine. 

He has considerable experience of developing globally standard terminology and coding for medical 

products of human origin and is co-author of publications in this field.   

He is a member of the AABB Standards Committee, and a Chartered Assessor for the British Computer 

Society.  He has been co-author of several guidelines related to information technology in healthcare.  

https://www.wikipedia.org/
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Upcoming events 
 

 

 

IPFA/PEI 24th International Workshop on "Surveillance and Screening of Blood-borne Pathogens" 16-

17 May 2017, Zagreb, Croatia: http://www.ipfa.nl/events/ipfa-pei-24-international-workshop-zagreb  

 

ISBT: 27th Regional Congress in Copenhagen, Denmark: 17-21 June 2017: http://www.isbtweb.org/

copenhagen/  

  

IPFA/BCA 3rd Global Symposium on The Future for Blood and Plasma Donations, 11-12 September 

2017, Atlanta, GA, USA: http://www.ipfa.nl/events/ipfa-bca-3-global-symposium-on-the-future-for-

blood-and-plasma-donations-2017-usa  

 

The National Center of Blood Transfusion and Hematology, in partnership with the Moroccan Socie-

ty of Blood Transfusion, organizes the 11th Arab Blood Transfusion Congress: Marrakech 10-12 Octo-

ber 2017. Main theme: Ethics and Blood Safety - http://www.smts.ma/. The scientific conference, 

with the participation of researchers and specialists in various disciplines of blood transfusion from 

Arab countries and other countries of the world, aims to highlight the status of research and man-

agement in blood transfusion and to update research exchanges, and to promote the transfer of 

technological and managerial expertise. The programme plans to include plenary sessions, brief 

oral and poster communications, symposia and working meetings of committees. For further infor-

mation and participation, email smtsmaroc@gmail.com  

 

ISBT: 28th Regional Congress in Guangzhou, China: 25-28 November 2017 

 

**Check the AfSBT website, at www.afsbt.org for more news items and alerts**  
 

 

Contact us 
Use the email addresses: nyags18@gmail.com  info@afsbt.org 

David Mvere: Managing Director 

Beryl Armstrong: Editor, e-Newsletter 

Jean-Baptiste Tapko: French Editor 

Bright Mulenga: Website Officer 

Molly Gondwe: Administration Officer 

 

 

Like us on Facebook 
 https://www.facebook.com/afsbt/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  

Why not go to Facebook to access photos and news of other blood services in Africa? All you 

need to do, in the Facebook search screen, is to type in the name of the country, followed by the 

words blood service. There is a wealth of information to be found. 
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