
 

 

Of course, there are many 

more listed on the internet 

as you can see: http://

www.un.org/en/sections/

observances/international-

days/ .  

   

.Beryl Armstrong – editor 
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Half the year has gone. Time is 

speeding up! International 

days for June and July are as 

follows: 

5 June: World Environ-

ment Day 

14 June: World Blood 

Donor Day 

28 July: World Hepatitis 

Day 
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World Blood Donor Day 

http://www.who.int/campaigns/world-blood-donor-day/2017/en/  

The WBDD message for this year was as follows: 

Don’t wait until disaster strikes. What can you do? 

Give blood. 

Give now. 

Give often. 
The AfSBT website carried a stunning series of photos as you may have seen – here is one of them: 

AfSBT has been busy develop-

ing a new logo, and it is still hot 

off the press. Hope you like it! 

The July issue of the newsletter 

will have a new look and in-

corporate the new branding. 

Africa Society for Blood Transfusion new LOGO 

http://www.un.org/en/sections/observances/international-days/
http://www.un.org/en/sections/observances/international-days/
http://www.un.org/en/sections/observances/international-days/
http://www.un.org/en/sections/observances/international-days/
http://www.who.int/campaigns/world-blood-donor-day/2017/en/
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Step-Wise Accreditation Programme updates 

 Continued revision of Accreditation-related documents including assessors CPD documents  

 Selection process for new logo for AfSBT  

 Updating of the database of assessors 

 Preparations for assessor training in Cape Town (3 -5 July 2017) and in Kigali (17-29 September 2017) 

 Communication with various English-speaking countries in the accreditation process pool to update the database and 

plan next steps 

 Preparations to formulate the AfSBT committee on TTIs 

 Working on developing a short-term strategy to increase the number of certified/accredited blood services through the 

AfSBT Step-Wise Accreditation programme. 

 AfSBT was represented by Dr Tayou Tagny at a WHO meeting on Estimating the impact of emerging infections on the 

blood supply: requirements for risk estimation and decision-making support. 

 Dr Tayou Tagny also participated along with other AfSBT members at the 27th ISBT Regional meeting in Copenhagen. This 

participation was reported earlier in the joint newsletter produced by AfSBT and ISBT.  Members who interacted with Dr 

Tayou Tagny in Copenhagen were Tonderai Mapako, Dora Mbanya, Israel Chipare, Lucy Asamoah-Akuoko, Ravi Reddy, 

Justina Ansah, PeteZac Zacharias, and Marion Vermeulen. Some were speakers or moderators of sessions. There were 3 

sessions dedicated to resource limited countries. 

Two new committees – the lead managers were unfortunately swapped around in the last issue of the newsletter. The correct 

lead for each of these two new committees are given below:  

AfSBT Transfusion Medicine and Science Committee  

 Dr Jean-Baptiste Tapko - to assume role of convener and set up a committee  

AfSBT Transfusion Associated Infections Committee  

 Mohammed Farouk - to assume role of convener and set up a committee 

Contribution by Dr JB Tapko 

From 16-28 May 2017, the AfSBT Managing Director and AfSBT Education Manager for Francophone countries, also in charge of 

advocacy, carried out an advocacy mission in five West African countries: Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d'Ivoire, Mali and Togo. 

 

In all five countries visited, they met the highest authorities of the Ministry of Health and NBTS directors. Thus they met succes-

sively in Togo: Professor Mijiyawa Mustafa, Minister of Health, Dr Lucie Imboua, WHO Representative, Dr Feteke, NBTS Director; in 

Côte d'Ivoire, Mr. Kouadio Konan Raoul, Director of Cabinet of the Minister of Health, Dr. Konate Seidou, NBTS director and his 

management team, Dr. Jean-Marie Yameogo, WHO Representative, Dr. Adje Toure Christiane (representing the CDC country 

Director who was on leave), Mrs. Sierra Petrosky representing BloodWorks, who came from the United States to join this mission; 

in Burkina Faso Dr. Robert Lucien Jean Claude Kargougou, Secretary General of the Ministry of Health, Dr. Honorine Dahourou, 

NBTS Director General; in Benin: Dr. Lucien Toko, Director of Cabinet of the Minister of Health; Dr Pierre Baptiste, WHO Repre-

sentative, Professor Ludovic Anani, Director General of the National Blood Agency; in Mali: Dr Bakary Diarra, Secretary General 

of the Ministry of Health, Dr Mounirou Baby, NBTS Director General with his team, Dr Minkaila Djibrilla Maiga WHO focal person 

and Dr Celia Woodfill, CDC country Director. 

 

We held very fruitful meetings with the heads of National Blood Services and their teams, visited existing facilities among which 

the newly constructed Ouagadougou Regional Blood Centre, which has nothing to envy in some blood centres in Western 

countries. We were also pleased to note that all these centres were engaged in the quality management process at various 

levels, and that the blood component preparation unit of NBTS Abidjan was already ISO 9001: 2008 certified. 

Changing Roles in the AfSBT Management Office Team - correction! 

AfSBT Accreditation Programme: West Africa sets a foot in the stirrup 
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AfSBT Accreditation Programme: West Africa sets a foot in the stirrup cont. 

Despite the fact that countries were at different levels in the organization of their national blood transfusion services and in the 

implementation of the quality system, health authorities met expressed the same desire to have efficient, effective, safe and 

sustainable blood services covering the whole country. To this end, they fully support the AfSBT Step-Wise Accreditation pro-

gramme and wish to see this programme implemented, as soon as possible, in their respective countries. 
 

All the 5 countries visited are now engaged in the AfSBT Step-Wise Accreditation Programme and a work plan has been estab-

lished. The first in country training of NBTS staff on the AfSBT standards will take place in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire at the end of July 

2017. It will be followed by a baseline assessment. The schedule foresees that the same programme will be implemented in 

Togo, then in Burkina Faso, Benin and finally in Mali. The NBTS teams of all the countries above look really committed, and we 

were pleasantly surprised to realise that in Burkina Faso, the quality manager and his team had taken the initiative to translate 

the Chart of Evidence of Compliance for Standards into French. 
 

During this mission, the Ministers of Health of the countries visited, their Secretaries-General and the directors of the Cabinet of 

Côte d'Ivoire and Benin were made honorary members of the Africa Society for Blood Transfusion. 
 

The echoes that reach us after completion of this mission tell us that several other countries would like to receive such a AfSBT 

delegation to raise awareness among national authorities about the role of safe blood transfusion in health systems in Africa 

and stress the importance of quality as a continuous improvement tool for greater safety and availability of blood for our pa-

tients. 

 

 

AfSBT team with Prof Anani and the ANTS team in Cotonou  

D Mvere, JB Tapko with WHO Representative, Benin, & Prof Anani Lomé: Mr Koura, JB Tapko, D Mvere, Mr Patron 
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AfSBT Accreditation Programme: West Africa sets a foot in the stirrup cont. 

The Step-Wise Accreditation Programme 

of the Africa Society for Blood Transfusion 

is aimed at supporting the blood services 

in Africa to be certified or accredited. 

This is to be achieved by the Society 

providing the necessary education, train-

ing and mentoring of African Blood Trans-

fusion Services. Attainment of AfSBT ac-

creditation by a blood service gives the 

assurance that the quality of that blood 

service meets international standards. In 

addition, it gives the confidence that the 

same level of service and safety is availa-

ble throughout the area served by the 

organization. The Kenyan National Blood 

Transfusion Service (KNBTS) is preparing 

towards AfSBT step-wise accreditation. 

 

Regarding the above, a team of AfSBT 

educators went on a ‘mission’ to Kenya 

to conduct a pre-assessment and offer 

mentorship to Kenya’s six Regional Blood 

Transfusion Centres. 

 

Kenya Progress Assessment by AfSBT Team: 12-23 June 2017 

Burkina Faso team at the Regional Blood Centre, Ouagadougou  

JB Tapko and D Mvere with Director of Cabinet, MOH, Benin, and Prof Anani 

CNTS Abidjan team, CDC Abidjan representatives with D Mvere and JB Tapko 

The six-member team was led by Olivier 

Ndahiriwe and the members were Oye 

Oyetunde, Mavis Okyere, Osman Kargbo, 

Patrick Lumumba, and Moyombo Thom-

as. 

 

KNBTS performs the following functions: 

Mobilization, recruitment, selection and 

screening of blood donors, Collection of 

blood and processing of donated blood 

into blood product, Testing of donated 

blood for blood grouping and transfusion 

transmissible infectious diseases, Handling, 

transportation and storage of blood and 

blood products, Distribution of blood and 

blood products to hospital blood banks  

 

The team worked at KNBTS Headquarters 

and at the Nairobi Regional Blood Cen-

tre, 12-14 June 2017, after which one 

team worked with Mombasa, Kisumu and 

Nakuru regional blood centres, and the 

other team with Eldoret and Embu region-

al blood centres.  

At Embu, two days capacity building 

through Mentoring and Training was car-

ried out. This was an added advantage to 

Progress Assessment in the facility. 

 

The photograph shows the AfSBT Team 

Kenya (from Left; Oye Oyetunde, Thomas 

Muyombo, Olivier Ndahiriwe, Mavis 

Okyere, Charles Rombo [National Quality 

Manager, KNBTS], Patrick Lumumba, Os-

man Kargbo)  



 

10 Eden Road, Pinetown, 3610  
Private Bag X9043, Pinetown 

3600, South Africa  

Fax: +27 31 708-5614  
Email: info@afsbt.org 

Upcoming events 
 

 

 

IPFA/BCA 3rd Global Symposium on The Future for Blood and Plasma Donations, 11-12 September 

2017, Atlanta, GA, USA: http://www.ipfa.nl/events/ipfa-bca-3-global-symposium-on-the-future-for-

blood-and-plasma-donations-2017-usa  

 

AABB: Annual meeting: San Diego 7-10 October 2017 http://www.aabb.org/annual-meeting/Pages/

default.aspx?utm_source=Annual+Meeting&utm_medium=Banner&utm_campaign=Carousel+Home  

 

The National Center of Blood Transfusion and Hematology, in partnership with the Moroccan Society 

of Blood Transfusion, organizes the 11th Arab Blood Transfusion Congress: Marrakech 10-12 October 

2017. Main theme: Ethics and Blood Safety - http://www.smts.ma/. The scientific conference, with 

the participation of researchers and specialists in various disciplines of blood transfusion from Arab 

countries and other countries of the world, aims to highlight the status of research and manage-

ment in blood transfusion and to update research exchanges, and to promote the transfer of tech-

nological and managerial expertise. The programme plans to include plenary sessions, brief oral and 

poster communications, symposia and working meetings of committees. For further information and 

participation, email smtsmaroc@gmail.com  

 

ISBT: 28th Regional Congress in Guangzhou, China: 25-28 November 2017 http://www.isbtweb.org/

guangzhou/  

 

AfSBT Arusha: 19-22 June 2018: 9th International Blood Transfusion Congress of AfSBT, in Tanzania 

https://afsbt.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/AfSBT-2018-First-Announcement.pdf  
 

**Check the AfSBT website, at www.afsbt.org for more news items and alerts**  
 

 

Contact us 
Use the email address: nyags18@gmail.com  

  

 David Mvere: Managing Director 

 Beryl Armstrong: Editor, e-Newsletter 

 Jean-Baptiste Tapko: French Editor 

 Bright Mulenga: Website Officer 

 Molly Gondwe: Administration Officer 

 

 

Like us on Facebook 
 https://www.facebook.com/afsbt/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  

Why not go to Facebook to access photos and news of other blood services in Africa? All you need 

to do, in the Facebook search screen, is to type in the name of the country, followed by the words 

blood service. There is a wealth of information to be found. 

 

 

AFRICA SOCIETY 

FOR BLOOD 

TRANSFUSION 

AfSBT is making a Positive Difference to National Blood Programmes in Africa  

www.afsbt.org 
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